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CHIEF KEMLY: Today is December 7th, 

2001. The time is 10:20 in the morning. 

This is Battalion Chief Ronald Kemly of the 

New York City Fire Department. I'm 

conducting an interview with Richard Massa 

of Engine 64, firefighter first grade. The 
interview is taking place at the quarters of 

Engine 64 regarding the events of September 

11, 2001. 

Q. Firefighter Massa, please tell me what 
happened in your own words on September 11th. 

A. I was chauffeuring for 64 Engine, and 
we responded to the World Trade Center froma 
command post on 125th Street and Third Avenue. 
We went down there with about four other engine 
companies. We went down there together. 

On the way down we heard reports of the 
first building collapsing, and we heard on the 
dispatch system of people being trapped. I 
remember one instance, there was a guy giving a 
mayday from inside one of the apparatuses, of 
being trapped inside there. It was hard to 
believe what we were hearing. 


Heading down the West Side Highway, I 
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went down West Street as far as I could go, which 
was on West and Eighth, West Street and Eighth 
Street. I think it was called Eighth. I went 
down as far as I could. There were apparatus 
backing up all the way on West Street. So that's 
as far down as I believe I was able to go. 

Looking down to the World Trade Center, 
I saw just really a puff of smoke where the north 
tower would have been. I still found it hard to 
believe that it was actually collapsed. I 
thought maybe it was just hidden behind the 
smoke. 

When I got out, I started getting on my 
gear to go down with my men. I realized that I 
had no mask, because the chauffeur's mask was 
being used by one of the firemen whose mask was 
out of service. So I reported to my officer that 
I had no mask. He said to hang back. 

What I started doing right away was I 
remember seeing one other chauffeur that was back 
there with me. I didn't know who he was. We 
started moving the rigs over to one side, because 
all of West Street was blocked up. We figured if 


anybody needed to get by -- I don't know if there 
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was an order given for us to start doing that or 
not, but I was kind of seeing to it myself. I 
thought at least I could be doing something. I 
could be moving the apparatus over. 

I started moving a bunch of engines and 
trucks over to the side. While I was doing that, 
the north tower, the second tower to collapse, 
collapsed. I watched that and backed up a little 
bit from the smoke. It was really out of reach 
from me. It was hard to tell at the time how far 
it was going to go. But after that I continued 
moving apparatus over to one side. 

So from then when I lost my men, I 
never met up with them until the evening time 
after 6:00 o'clock. We got down there between 
five and ten minutes before the second building 
collapsed. 

After that, after moving over the rigs 
to the side, someone was going around with wheel 
barrows collecting tools and anything that might 
be important for down at the site. So I went to 
a few apparatuses and looked for maybe halogens 
or whatever they were looking for, extra masks, 


to be brought down there, then setting up 
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hospitals after that, just trying to set up or 
help out with what I could at the time. 

I went looking for my company a few 
times, trying to head down as close as I could to 
the Trade Center. There was always a lot of 
people around. I Know I met up with 94 Engine 
for quite a while, from my battalion, and I knew 
them pretty well. I hung out with them. We were 
at a command post at the time, and we were told 
to hang back while Seven World Trade was on fire 
and they were afraid of collapse. 

That's really pretty much how I spent 
my day, trying to help set up what I could with 
the hospitals or with equipment. I spent a lot 
of time trying to look for my men. I tried to 
listen by radio if I could hear where they may 
be, but I never found them until after 6:00. 

I really didn't get too close to the 
buildings to really see anything that happened. 
I was pretty much always a few blocks away. 

If there's anything else that would be 
important that I could tell you -- I didn't 
report to any command post on my own. 


Q. Okay. I've got a couple questions. 
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When you said you got to Eighth Street, 
you said you heard a mayday on the department 
radio. Do you recall who gave it? 

A. No, I don't. The fireman gave his 
name. I'm not even sure. But I know he was 
stuck in an apparatus. 

Q. He didn't say what company? 

A. He probably did. More than likely he 
did, because I remember the dispatcher asking, 
"Calm down and try to give the location where you 
were." I remember hearing him saying that he was 
running out of air. I was looking at my officer. 
We were looking at each other like we couldn't 
believe what we were hearing. 

No, I don't remember his name or what 
unit he was from. 

Q. When you say another chauffeur and 
yourself were moving rigs, apparatus, did you 
happen to know what company he was from? 

A. No. I didn't know who he was. I 
didn't recognize him. 

Q. Do you remember any of the company 
numbers of the apparatus you were moving? 


A. I really didn't pay attention. 
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Q. The same thing happened when you took 
the tools, you were putting the tools in, you 
don't remember company numbers? 

A. There wasn't any tools that were taken. 
But no, I really wasn't looking. I probably knew 
at the time but didn't try to remember. 

Q. When you were moving the apparatus, you 
were getting closer to the buildings? 

A. No, I was just moving to the side. 

Q. This is all the way up by Eighth 
Street? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Okay. When you say you hooked up with 
94, that was after the collapses? 

A. That was after the collapses. 

Q. Okay. Unless you can think of 
something else, that will be the end of the 
interview. 

A. No, I remember helping a few civilians 
that were walking, back around that time after I 
was moving the rigs, with oxygen. Some of them I 
guess had difficulty breathing. So I used mine 
from 64 Engine, my oxygen, to help civilians. 


I remember one woman in particular, she 
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took some oxygen for a few minutes, said thank 
you and then I put the stuff back and started to 
head down to hook up with some of my men. I 
don't remember helping anybody else besides that 
one woman. 

There's nothing else I can think of as 
far as incidents like that as far as helping any 
Civilians coming by. There were some around 
there. There were some firemen back with me that 
I know were helping people that were coming back 
that needed maybe some oxygen. 

Type of tools or what engine or truck 
companies are gone from me. 

Q. Do you have anything else? 
A. I don't think so. 
Q. Okay. That concludes the interview. 


Thank you. 


